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Message From the Provincial Treasurer 


I am delighted to congratulate the Alberta Bureau of Statistics for 
serving Albertans successfully for 50 years. 


Since 1939, ABS has reported on Alberta as it shaped itself 
socially and economically into a diverse and dynamic province...a 
province rich in culture and industry. Exciting changes in the last 
half century include a population that has more than tripled in size; 
urban communities that have grown to over a half a million; an 
agricultural industry that has expanded into world-wide markets; 
and new industries that have broadened our economy. 


Alberta fosters a dynamic rural community while continually 
developing our natural resources, manufacturing and service 
industries to keep our province robust and prosperous. In our 
increasingly diversified economy, advanced technology has 
created new jobs and new opportunities, tourism has become 
Alberta’s third largest industry, and forestry has become a 
powerful influence. 


ABS continues to track these changes by analyzing information 
from many sources and making it available to all Albertans. 
Meeting the challenge of the future, the Bureau uses the ASIST 
database to distribute a wealth of information electronically for 
many regions of the province. 


I applaud all those dedicated employees, both past and present, 
who have provided these valuable services. The contributions of 
ABS help keep us close to the people and Province of Alberta. 

I wish the Bureau every success in its next half century. 


L 


Dick Johnston 
Provincial Treasurer 


¢ » 
” 
; , 
' 
tt 
A i 
' 
j 
i 4 
: : 1 
bij Pig “ 
Hy ' 
iwi Use 
0 Wy ghia . id 


; ; a ergy itt 
ot) Sra 
4 ‘ > th ses 


f ® "4 aay), {iene 


4) ’ j * Veit) et) | 
pull isla vig a) Ge 
2 wii ow gaad gist AA 


eR ee ee 


$ 


ISSN: 0317-3925 


ALBERTA STATISTICAL REVIEW 
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SYMBOLS 


The following symbols are used in this publication: 
figures not available 
figures not appropriate or not applicable 
- nil or zero 


-- amount too small to be expressed 


p preliminary 

r revised 

X confidential 
intentions 

C Census of Canada 


CMA Census Metropolitan Area 


NO. number 
M thousand(s) 
MM million(s) 


MW.H megawatt hours 


GW.H gigawatt hours 


NOTE: Components may not add to total due to rounding. 


PREFACE 


The Alberta Statistical Review provides users with a comprehensive look at 
Alberta’s economy and its people in the form of statistical tables and charts. Although 
emphasis is given primarily to Alberta, many of the tables present information for Canada 
and the other provinces. Monthly data are generally available for the latest two years and 
for a historical perspective, annual data are presented for the last ten years. 


Following the Alberta Census Division map is a summary table of current economic 
indicators for Canada and selected provinces. The 82 statistical tables are distributed 
among fourteen sections: 


Population Finance 

Labour Force Energy and Natural Resources 
Income ' Manufacturing 

Prices Construction 

Gross Domestic Product Agriculture 

Investment Retail Trade 

International Trade Travel 


The statistics have been compiled from a variety of sources including Statistics 
Canada, federal and provincial government departments and the Alberta Bureau of 
Statistics. Sources of data are included with each table to aid users in obtaining more 
detailed data and additional information regarding definitions and concepts than can be 
presented here. 


Many of the data series are also available on ASIST (Alberta Statistical 
Information System), a computerized public data base maintained by the Alberta Bureau 
of Statistics. Access information is footnoted on the appropriate tables. Refer to the 
Definitions for more information about ASIST. 


For further information or additional copies of this publication, please direct your 
enquiries to: 
Data Services 
Alberta Bureau of Statistics 
Alberta Treasury 
7th FI., Sir F. W. Haultain Building 
9811-109 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 0C8 
Telephone: (403)427-3058 
Fax: (403)427-0409 
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Population (Thousands) 

Labour Force (Thousands) (1) 
Employment (Thousands) (1) 
Unemployment Rate (%)(1) 
Employment/Population Ratio (%)(1) 
Consumer Price Index (1981 = 100) 
Average Weekly Earnings ($) 
Manufacturing Shipments ($Millions) 
Retail Trade ($Millions) 

Per Capita Retail Trade ($) 

Farm Cash Receipts ($Millions) 
Building Permits ($Millions) 

Dwelling Starts, All Areas 

Dwelling Starts, Urban Centres (2) 
Construction Work Purchased ($Millions) 
Personal Income ($Millions) 

Per Capita Personal Income ($) 

GDP at Market Prices ($Millions) 

Per Capita GDP ($) 

Private & Public Investment ($Millions) 


Percent Change Over The Same Period A Year Ago 


Population 

Labour Force (1) 

Employment (1) 

Unemployment Rate (1) 
Employment/Population Ratio (1) 
Consumer Price Index 

Average Weekly Earnings 
Manufacturing Shipments 

Retail Trade 

Farm Cash Receipts 

Building Permits 

Dwelling Starts, All Areas 
Dwelling Starts, Urban Centres (2) 
Construction Work Purchased 
Personal Income 

GDP at Market Prices 

Private & Public Investment 


CURRENT ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
CANADA AND SELECTED PROVINCES 


Reference 
Period 


Oct 1-89 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Nov-89 

Jan-Nov-89 
Jan-Dec-89 
Dec-89 
Jan-Sep-89 
Jan-Oct-89 
Jan-Dec-89 
Jan-Dec-89 
1989(i) 
1988 

1988 

1988 

1988 
1989(i) 


Oct 1-89 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Jan-90 
Nov-89 

Jan-Nov-89 
Jan-Dec-89 
Jan-Sep-89 
Jan-Oct-89 
Jan-Dec-89 
Jan-Dec-89 
1989(i) 
1988 

1988 
1989(i) 


Canada 


26,350 
13,653 
12,588 
7.8 

62.0 
154.9 
497 
274,538 
172,745 
680 
16,518 
33,843 
215,382 
183,323 
95,197 
505,726 
19,517 
602,558 
23,254 
170,967 


1.3 
15 
1.2 
0.2* 
-0.1* 
5.5 
Dir 
3.3 
4.6 
0.5 
13.9 
-3.2 
-3.3 
4.9 
8.9 
9.7 
9.9 


0.6 
9.1 
6.5 
4.8 


B.C. 


4,427 
38,894 
34,643 
11,498 
57,231 
19,179 
68,216 
22,862 
20,104 


2.5 
2.6 
5.3 
-2.3* 
1.5% 
5.6 
6.3 
3.6 
10.2 
-4.3 
25.6 
27.6 
28.9 
8.5 
8.5 
9.5 
16.5 


Sask. 


1,004 
478 
442 

7.5 
61.0 
149.9 
431 
3,192 
5,584 
552 
3,441 
451 
1,906 
1,435 
3,810 
15,959 
15,754 
18,578 
18,343 

6,202 


-0.5 
-2.2 
-2.2 
-0.1* 
-0.9* 
45 
5.0 
8.4 
15 
0.1 
2.0 
-50.6 
-51.9 
1.4 
4.1 
8.6 
0.7 


Man. 


1,085 
532 
497 

6.6 
61.9 
152.4 
450 
6,125 
6,218 
587 
1,519 
747 
4,084 
3,147 
3,326 
18,609 
17,167 
21,483 
19,818 

5,663 


0.1 
-1.7 
-1.0 

-0.6* 
-0.7* 

4.8 

5.3 

6.3 

4.1 
-1.1 

7.6 

-25.1 
-29.3 

8.7 

7.3 
10.1 
11.4 


Ont. 


9,625 
5,270 
4,975 
5.6 

66.0 
160.2 
520 
145,149 
66,200 
723 
4,158 
16,721 
93,337 
81,026 
36,991 
206,058 
21,861 
247,969 
26,307 
67,936 


15 
1.3 
0.5 
0.7* 
-0.7* 
5.9 
6.3 
2.9 
4.4 
0.2 
14.9 
-6.6 
6.8 
7.5 
9.9 
10.9 
10.8 


(1) Seasonally Adjusted 


(2) Urban Centres of Population 10,000 and Over 


* Change in Percentage Points 
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DEFINITIONS 


ASIST 

ASIST (Alberta Statistical Information System) is a publicly accessible on-line 
information system for the retrieval, manipulation and dissemination of socio-economic 
data. ASIST has been developed in response to an ever-increasing need for a single 
source of timely and reliable information which is readily accessible to government 
departments and agencies, businesses and the general public. 


ASIST contains current and historical statistical information on a wide range of 
subjects including population, energy, trade and commerce, prices, manufacturing, 
finance and construction. In general, this statistical information focuses on Alberta and its 
various geographical areas. The Alberta Bureau of Statistics is solely responsible for co- 
Ordinating the entry, maintenance and updating of all data within ASIST. Where applicable, 
ASIST matrix numbers have been provided at the bottom of the tables. As well, many of 
the other statistical series presented in this publication are available on the CANSIM Mini- 
base and can be retrieved through ASIST. 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 

Average weekly earnings represent gross pay before deductions for taxes, 
unemployment insurance contributions, etc. This includes salaries, straight-time wages, 
piece-work and regular commission earnings, regular paid incentives, cost of living and 
other bonuses, payments to persons absent with pay in the survey reference week and 
overtime earnings (all pay received for the number of hours worked in excess of the 
standard workday or workweek). The payroll concept does not include supplementary 
labour costs. 


All employees include salaried employees, employees paid by the hour and those 
employees whose basic remuneration is in the form of commission, piece rates, mileage 
allowances, etc. 


Effective April, 1983, amendments were made to the Survey of Employment, 
Payrolls and Hours (SEPH) used in collecting earnings data. Changes included the 
inclusion of firms of all sizes rather than only those with 20 or more employees, and the 
expansion of the Industrial Composite concept. The new Industrial Aggregate now is the 
sum of all industries with the exception of agriculture, fishing and trapping, religious 
organizations, private households and military personnel. The old Industrial Composite 
had also excluded education, health and welfare services, and public administration. 


Beginning in January, 1987, further changes to SEPH were implemented involving 
the survey sampling frame. For further information, consult the May, 1987 issue of 
Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 72-002, "Employment, Earnings and Hours." 


BANK RATE 

The Bank Rate is the minimum rate at which the Bank of Canada makes short- 
term advances to the chartered banks or to savings banks governed by the Quebec 
Savings Bank Act and after 1-Dec-80, to all members of the Canadian Payments 
Association. Data shown are for the last Wednesday in the reference month. 
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BUILDING PERMITS 
Residential Building Permits - Number of Dwelling Units Created 
1. Single 
Refers to structures containing only one dwelling unit completely separated 
from any other dwelling or structure. 


2. Cottages 
Refers to seasonal dwellings such as summer homes and house-boats. 


3. Double 
Refers to dwellings found in structures containing two dwelling units such 
as duplexes and semi-detached dwellings. 


4. Row 
Refers to one-family dwellings in a structure of three or more attached 
dwellings. 


5. Apartments 
Refers to all multiple housing with three or more units such as triplexes, 
quadruplexes, row duplexes as well as apartments proper. Flats which are 
part of a non-residential structure are also included. 


6. Conversions 
Refers to dwelling units added by conversion of existing structures. 


Residential Building Permits - Value 
Value of building permits issued for residential construction including 
residential garages, swimming pools, alterations and improvements. 


Non-Residential Building Permits 
Value of building permits issued for new construction, alterations and 
improvements for industrial, commercial, institutional and government 
construction. 


1. Industrial Building Permits 

Includes buildings used for manufacturing and processing; transportation, 
communication and other utilities; agriculture; forestry; and mine and 
mine mill buildings. 


2. Commercial Building Permits 

Includes stores, warehouses, garages, office buildings, theatres, hotels, 
funeral parlours, beauty salons and miscellaneous commercial (signs, 
posters, heating and plumbing installations, etc.). 


3. Institutional and Government Building Permits 

Includes expenditures made by the community, public and government for 
buildings and structures - schools, universities, hospitals, clinics, churches, 
homes for the aged, blind, deaf and dumb, government office and 
administration buildings, law enforcement, etc. 
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CANSIM 

CANSIM is the name given to Statistics Canada’s computerized data base. It is 
often termed a general purpose date bank offering a detailed and conceptually compatible 
set of aggregate data pertaining to a large number of interrelated fields. CANSIM contains 
over 60,000 timeseries of socio-economic information. An example of a timeseries would 
be monthly retail sales for Alberta. 


The majority of information contained in this publication is available on CANSIM. 
For your convenience we have provided CANSIM matrix numbers at the bottom of most 
tables. 


CENSUS DIVISION (CD) 

According to 1981 Census boundaries, Alberta is divided into fifteen census 
divisions. However, as a result of 1986 Census boundary changes, the total number of 
divisions has increased to nineteen. CD 8 split into CD’s 8 and 9; CD 12 split into CD’s 
12 and 16; and CD 15 split into CD’s 17, 18 and 19 (see 1986 Census map at the front 
of the publication). 


CENSUS METROPOLITAN AREA (CMA) 

A CMA refers to the main labour market area of an urbanized core of at least 
100,000 population, based on the previous census. The urbanized core, together with 
adjacent urban and rural areas, have a high degree of economic and social integration. 
CMA’s are comprised of one or more Census Subdivisions (CSD’s) which meet at least 
one of the following criteria: 


1. the CSD falls completely or partly inside the urbanized core; 


2. at least 50% of the employed labour force living in the CSD works in the 
urbanized core; or 


3. at least 25% of the employed labour force working in the CSD lives in the 
urbanized core. 


There are two CMA’s in Alberta: Edmonton and Calgary. 


Inthe 1981 Census, the Edmonton CMA included Bon Accord, Edmonton City, Fort 
Saskatchewan, Gibbons, Legal, Morinville, Redwater, St. Albert, Strathcona County No. 
20 and Sturgeon Municipal District No. 90. In the 1986 Census, boundary changes were 
made resulting in the expansion of the CMA to include Leduc County No. 25 and Parkland 
County No. 31 with their respective component CSD’s. 


The Calgary CMA consisted of only Calgary City in 1981. In 1986, the CMA 


boundary increased to include Rocky View Municipal District No. 44 and its component 
CSD’s, ie. Airdrie, Beiseker, Cochrane, Crossfield and Irricana. 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (CPI) 

The Consumer Price Index is a price index which measures the percentage change 
through time of a constant quantity and quality of goods and services purchased by a 
representative Canadian urban family in a specified time period. The CPI for each city 
measures price changes from one time period to another within that specific city. Thus, 
while city CPI’s show the movement of prices in each city, they do not indicate price level 
differences between cities, or between cities and Canada. The CPI is not a measure of 
true inflationary-deflationary trends; the inference of using the CPI as a measure of true 
inflation or deflation is incorrect. The CPI only measures percentage changes of a "basket" 
of commodities - not all items which contribute to inflation or deflation are included. 


The city CPI’s are compiled using updated weights obtained from the 1986 Family 
Expenditure Survey which outlines patterns of urban consumer spending behavior. 

Beginning with September, 1978, Statistics Canada has made available CPI’s for 
the provinces. The provincial CPI’s may serve as good tools for users who would prefer 
a regional measure rather than the Canada CPI, but find the city CPI’s too narrowly based 
for their purposes. For provinces which have more than one published city CPI, some 
users have chosen to combine the published city CPI’s to form their own "provincial" 
index. The new indexes provide for even greater coverage by also using some 
unpublished data in most provinces. 


Statistics Canada publishes CPI’s for 16 cities selected from within the ten 
provinces, with at least one of these cities in each province. The remaining urban centres 
for which indexes are not published are grouped into strata by city size and location. In 
Alberta, for example, CPI’s are published for Edmonton and Calgary (each treated as an 
independent stratum), while Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Red Deer and Fort McMurray are 
grouped as a single stratum. The weights of the provincial CPI for Alberta will therefore 
be the sum of the weights for the three strata. 


The weights used relate to consumer expenditure patterns in 1986. Distinct 
expenditure patterns are separately estimated for each urban centre stratum. The total 
expenditure on each commodity for all strata in the province are summed to derive the 
provincial expenditure pattern. 

Alberta Expenditure Weights by Major Component: 


Food 17.44% 
Housing 40.68% 
Clothing 8.44% 
Transportation 15.46% 
Health and Personal Care 3.72% 
Recreation, Reading and Education 9.19% 
Tobacco Products and Alcoholic Beverages 5.07% 
All-Items 100.00% 


Refer to Statistics Canada Catalogue No. 62-010, "Consumer Prices and Price 
Indexes" for more information regarding provincial CPI’s. 


The CPI percent change is calculated by first subtracting the current period index 
from the previous period index and then dividing this index point difference by the 
previous period index and finally multiplying the result by one hundred. 
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DEPLANED 
Traffic (passengers, mail and cargo) which lands and disembarks at an airport. 


DWELLING COMPLETION 
Dwelling completion is the stage at which all the proposed construction work on 
a dwelling unit has been performed. 


DWELLING START 
A dwelling start is recorded when the footing has been installed, that is, when the 
concrete has been poured for the whole of the footing around the structure. 


DWELLING UNITS 
Please note, the following definitions are applicable only to data from the Survey 
of Starts and Completions. 


1. Single Detached 
This is commonly called a "single house." It contains only one dwelling unit 
which is completely separated on all sides from any other dwelling or 
structure. 
2. Semi-Detached 
This category includes each one of two dwellings separated by a common 
wall extending from ground to roof, or by a garage. 
3. Row 
This comprises only single attached houses in a row of three or more 
dwellings. Row-duplexes are not included in this category. 
4. Apartment and Other 
This category includes dwelling units such as: 
- duplexes 
- double duplexes 
- triplexes 
- row-duplexes 
- apartments as commonly known 
- dwellings over, or at the back of, a store or other non-residential 
structure. 


EMPLOYED 
The employed labour force includes all persons who during the reference week: 
1. did any work at all 
2. had a job but were not at work due to: 
- own illness or disability 
- personal or family responsibilities 
- bad weather 
- labour dispute 
- vacation 
- other reason not specified above. 
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EMPLOYMENT/POPULATION RATIO 

The employment/population ratio represents the number of persons employed 
expressed aS a percentage of the population 15 years of age and over. The 
employment/population ratio for a particular group (age, sex, marital status, etc.) is the 
number employed in that group expressed as a percentage of the population for that 


group. 


ENPLANED 
Traffic (passengers, mail and cargo) which embarks and takes off from an airport. 


EXTERNAL TRADE 

External trade statistics are compiled from administrative documents collected by 
Revenue Canada, Customs and Excise. Trade statistics for electricity and exports of crude 
petroleum and natural gas are collected by the Manufacturing and Primary Industries 
Division of Statistics Canada. Exports and imports are recorded at values which reflect the 
actual selling price. Non-trade transactions such as private donations and gifts, settlers’ 
effects and tourist purchases are excluded in the trade statistics. 


DOMESTIC EXPORTS - include goods grown, extracted or manufactured in Alberta 
(including goods of foreign origin which have been materially transformed in Alberta). Prior 
to 1984, provincial export data were based upon province of lading, indicating where the 
goods were first laden aboard a carrier for export. Commencing with 1984 data, provincial 
export statistics are reported on a province of origin basis, that is, the province in which 
the goods were grown, extracted or manufactured. 

IMPORTS - import data by province of clearance indicates the province in which 
the goods were cleared by Customs either for immediate consumption or for entry into 
a bonded Customs warehouse. This may not always coincide with the province in which 
the goods are consumed or enter the productive process. 


FARM CASH RECEIPTS 

Farm cash receipts include the cash returns from the sale of all agricultural 
products except those associated with direct inter-farm intraprovincial transfers. Other 
components included are Wheat Board payments, cash advances on farm-stored crops, 
deferred grain receipts in Western Canada, Agriculture Stabilization Act deficiency 
payments, Western Grain Stabilization Act payments and provincial income stabilization 
payments. 


FARM DEBT OUTSTANDING 

Farm debt is estimated using a calendar year-end debt outstanding figure. For 
institutions operating on a fiscal year ending 31-Mar, the debt outstanding at that year- 
end is used to represent the debt at 31-Dec of the previous year. Excluded from these 
figures are loans to farmers for non-farm business purposes and for personal use 
(household purposes). In the case of loans for automobiles, an arbitrary one half of the 
value of debt outstanding was included as a farm loan. Also excluded were amounts 
outstanding due to late payment of property tax and income tax. 


114 


FARM OPERATING EXPENSES AND DEPRECIATION CHARGES 

These estimates include farm business costs incurred by farmers regardless of 
whether they are paid for in cash or accumulated as new debt. As far as possible, they 
exclude outlays for goods and services obtained directly from other farmers. All direct 
subsidy payments are taken into account in order that the estimates represent only net 
amounts paid by farmers. 

Depreciation charges are intended to approximate the replacement cost of the 
value of farm buildings and machinery used up in the year. Building depreciation estimates 
are for depreciation on farm buildings including the farm business share of houses on 
owner-occupied farms. Depreciation is calculated using a straight line rate of 35 percent 
and an expected building life of 28.5 years. 


GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT AT FACTOR COST 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Factor Cost is a measure of income accruing 
to the factors of production (land, labour and capital). It does not include income that 
accrues to the non-factor or invisible components of GDP (see GDP at Market Prices). 
Thus GDP at Factor Cost is derived from GDP at Market Prices by subtracting Indirect 
Taxes less Subsidies, plus Residual. 


GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT AT MARKET PRICES 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Market Prices refers to the total value of 
production within a given geographical area for a specific time period, and is measured 
in prices which prevail during the period being valued. Total production measures are 
based upon the earnings of the factors of production (Factor Cost) plus the non-factor 
costs of production (Indirect Taxes less Subsidies). GDP at Market Prices also includes 
an indirect measure of depreciation called Capital Consumption Allowances. Since this is 
a measure of production, it does not include transfer payments. 


GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT AT 1981 PRICES 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at 1981 Prices is a measure of total production 
during a given time frame and a given geographical location which is valued in prices for 
some base year. For Alberta, the base year used is 1981. 


LABOUR FORCE 

The labour force is composed of that portion of the civilian non-institutional 
population fifteen years of age and over who, during the reference week were either 
employed or unemployed. 


LABOUR INCOME 

Labour income, comprising wages and salaries and supplementary labour income, 
is defined as all compensation paid to employees residing in Canada. Supplementary 
labour income, which is defined as payments made by employers for the future benefit 
of their employees, comprises employers’ contributions to employee welfare and pension 
funds, workmen’s compensation funds and unemployment insurance. 
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MIGRATION 
Migration is defined as a permanent change of residence from one geographical 
unit to another. 


NET MIGRATION 
Net migration is the difference between in-migration and out-migration for a 
geographical unit. 


NEW HOUSING PRICE INDEX 

The new housing price index measures changes in selling prices of new houses 
constructed by large and medium volume builders in metropolitan areas. The houses 
sampled are representative of the total being sold at that time but adjustments are made 
for changes in physical characteristics to arrive at pure price change. Prices used are 
the selling prices agreed upon between builder and buyer at the time of signing the 
contract. Prices relate to mid-month. The total index includes the house and the serviced 
lot on which it stands. 


NEWLY COMPLETED UNOCCUPIED DWELLINGS 

Newly completed unoccupied dwellings are those which are not sold or rented at 
the time the dwellings are reported as completed in the Survey of Starts and Completions. 
The units are surveyed every month until they are sold or rented. 


PARTICIPATION RATE 

The participation rate represents the labour force as a percentage of the population 
fifteen years of age and over. The participation rate for a particular group (age, sex, 
marital status, etc.) is the labour force in that group expressed as a percentage of the 
population for that group. 


PERSONAL DISPOSABLE INCOME 
Personal Disposable Income consists of total personal income less personal direct 
taxes and other current transfers to government from persons. 


PERSONAL INCOME 
Personal Income includes all forms of income received by persons and 
unincorporated businesses: 


. wages, salaries and supplementary labour income 

. Military pay and allowances 

. net income of non-farm businesses including rent 

. net income of farm operators from farm production 

. interest, dividends and miscellaneous investment income 

. transfer payment income from government, corporations and non-residents. 
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PRIME RATE 

The Chartered Banks’ Rate on Prime Business Loans is the rate charged to the 
most credit-worthy borrowers. The rate shown is of the last Wednesday of the month. 
When there are differences in the rate charged by individual banks, the most typical rate 
or rates are taken. 


PRIVATE AND PUBLIC INVESTMENT 

Private and Public Investment consists of total outlays for construction and for the 
acquisition of producers’ machinery and equipment by Canadian business, institutions and 
governments, together with expenditures for housing. Capital expenditures include the 
cost of procuring, constructing and installing new durable plant and machinery, whether 
for replacement of worn or obsolete assets, or as net additions to existing assets. Repair 
expenditures represent the non-capitalized outlays made to maintain the operating 
efficiency of the existing stock of durable physical assets. 


RETAIL TRADE 

Retail trade is defined as the aggregate sales made through retail locations 
(outlets). Retail trade estimates do not include any form of direct selling which bypasses 
the retail store, for example: direct door to door selling; sales made through automatic 
vending machines; sales of newpapers or magazines sold directly by printers or 
publishers; and sales made by book and record clubs. Retail trade excludes: retail sales 
through ancillary units, for example, warehouses, head offices, etc.; sales of contractors 
whose major activity is not retailing; and retail transactions between individuals. 


SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT 

Fluctuations in economic time series are caused by seasonal, cyclical and irregular 
movements. A seasonally-adjusted series is one from which seasonal movements have 
been eliminated. Seasonal movements are defined as those which are caused by regular 
annual events such as climate, crop cycles, holidays and vacation periods, grain receipts 
in Western Canada, deficiency payments made by provincial governments and the 
agriculture stabilization board and provincial income stabilization payments. 


TAXATION STATISTICS 

Taxation Statistics are based on individuals that have filed tax returns with Revenue 
Canada, Taxation. Allocation of income is on the basis of the taxfiler’s address at the time 
of filing. These figures should not be used to arrive at a per capita personal income figure 
for the province or sub-provincial areas for the following reasons: 


1. Some individuals (e.g. students) who have earned small amounts of income 
during a year may not file a return with Revenue Canada. 


2. Some taxfilers may not report all income received, i.e., understate their income. 


3. Imputed income is not included in taxation statistics, e.g., free room and board, 
clothing, etc. provided to employees. 
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TYPICAL MORTGAGE RATE 
The typical mortgage rate is the rate charged by chartered banks on either 1 year 
or 5 year mortgages. Monthly data refer to the last Wednesday of the month. 


UNEMPLOYED 
The unemployed includes those persons who during the reference week: 


1. were without work, had actively looked for work in the past four weeks (ending 
with reference week) and were available for work. 


2. had not actively looked for work in the past four weeks but had been on layoff 
for twenty-six weeks or less and were available for work. 


3. had not actively looked for work in the past four weeks but had a new job to 
start in four weeks or less from reference week, and were available for work. 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

The unemployment rate represents the number of unemployed persons as a 
percent of the labour force. The unemployment rate for a particular group (age, sex, 
marital status, etc.) is the unemployment in that group expressed as a percent of the 
labour force for that group. 


VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PURCHASED 

The Value of Construction Work Purchased consists of the total value of output of 
both the construction industry and construction labour forces in other industries. Also 
included are related construction costs which are accumulated during the creation of a 
structure. Examples include pre-construction planning and design, management, legal and 
real estate fees, interest during construction, etc. 


VALUE OF FARM CAPITAL 
LAND AND BUILDINGS - value of land and buildings is an estimate of the value of 
real estate used for agricultural purposes or the value of real estate used for agricultural 
production located on one acre or more and with gross sales greater than $250. 
IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY - value reported at its market value, which is the 
value the machinery would have in its present condition in an auction sale. 


VALUE OF MANUFACTURING SHIPMENTS 

Value of manufacturing shipments is defined as the gross value of goods produced 
from its own materials by the reporting establishment, or for its account. Value is net of 
discounts, returns and allowances, sales tax, excise taxes and duties, returnable 
containers and common or contract carriers’ charges for outward transportation (but not 
of own carriers’ delivery expense). Shipment values in this publication are monthly 
projections of annual census of manufacturers’ values based on returns from a stratified 
systematic sample of manufacturing establishments. 


WELL COMPLETIONS 

Well completions (also referred to as initial zone completions) include the number 
of new producing oil and gas formations recorded by Alberta Energy Resources 
Conservation Board during a reference month. 


WELLS DRILLED - Type Of 
DEVELOPMENT - developmental drilling takes place within a proven or established 
area of an oil reservoir to a depth known to be productive. 


EXPLORATION - exploratory drilling refers to locating oil fields or pools, or testing 
for new fields or pools, in areas that have not been designated as producing areas. 
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